
INTRODUCING 

Pastor Roger Grow, Interim Pastor 

The Council met and voted to engage Pastor Roger Grow as our Interim Pastor. He will help us through this period of 

transition and guide us as we determine the Calling of a new pastor. Roger will work part-time for us through the 

summer. Council found Roger to be warm-hearted, passionate about his work, and extremely experienced in helping 

members and congregation during this time of transition and concern. Please see below for a letter from Roger and 

information on Interim Ministry.                                             Roger's first Sunday with us is June 8th -- come say hello! 

Now What? Interim & New Pastor Process 

The Council and entire congregation are embarking on a 

journey of 'self' discovery and new opportunities. When 

a pastor leaves a congregation/calling, the Synod office 

chooses an Interim Pastor that it believes will serve Joy 

well. The Council then meets and votes to approve the 

candidate.  

On Tuesday, April 29, 2014,  
Bishop Hoyme introduced the 
Council to Pastor Roger Grow.  
Council interviewed him and 
unanimously voted to contract with 
Pastor Roger. He agreed as well!  

 

Together the congregation and Interim Pastor will 

examine the history of Joy and work through the 

transition dynamics that follow the departure of a 

pastor.  Pastor Grow will utilize our new mission/vision 

to help us grow, and also guide us as we develop Joy's 

Profile (which is a document to highlight Joy Lutheran 

Church and attract potential ministers). Pastor Grow will 

have access to the Kairos/Who is Joy Survey results plus 

input from the recent Listening Sessions (as well as 

other input from members) to help Joy during this 

transition. 

For the summer, Pastor Grow will be working  part-time. 

He will be in Prescott Thursday-Sunday. (The Worship 

team and lay leaders are working on pastoral care 

coverage and more information will be sent out as that is 

finalized. Call the Church Office if you have immediate 

questions/needs.) 

As our Interim Pastor, Pastor Grow will preside at 

worship and teach the Word of God.  An Interim Pastor 

takes on all of the responsibilities that Pastor Amy had. 

He will visit as necessary, officiate at weddings, 

baptisms, confirmation, funerals, and uphold members 

in prayer.  He will give pastoral leadership for team 

meetings, activities, and organizations of the 

congregation.  

The one big thing to know is that we can't keep Pastor 

Grow! You may grow to love him, but under no 

circumstances is he available for regular call to this 

congregation. It is a Synod rule. We just get to enjoy him 

while we seek a new pastor. As for the Call Process, to 

get our new Pastor, more will be communicated about 

that each month in the Joy Newsletter. Please take a 

few minutes each month to read the Newsletter and 

stay informed about this critical process.  

Please welcome  

Pastor Roger Grow to Joy! 

 

Pastor Roger’s first Sunday  
with us will be June 8th! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TO GET TO KNOW ROGER 

 



May 2014 

 

Dear Members of Joy Lutheran Church: 

  My name is Roger Grow, and I look forward to the privilege of serving as your 
pastor during this special time of transition in the life of Joy Lutheran.  I have served 
seven interims in the last ten years, some in total rural settings, and some in large 
congregations with multiple staffs.  No matter what the setting, I have always been 
reminded of the faithfulness of God to the people of the congregations as they continue to 
experience the mercy, grace, and blessing of our Lord Jesus Christ.  In addition, I have 
also been clearly reminded of the great dedication of the disciples of Jesus as they have 
joined hands to continue the ministry that has been entrusted into their care. As I look 
forward to our time together, I would assume that I will experience those same two 
aspects of serving in the midst of the people of God.  I trust that you, the members of Joy 
Lutheran, will likewise experience the same.  

  My wife, Carol, and I celebrated our 50th wedding anniversary last year.  This 
was a special time for us to look back over the years to see how we have been blessed by 
God's presence and to give thanks for all those who have supported and cared for us.   
But for me it was a time to acknowledge that those fifty years qualifies Carol for 
sainthood! We have two daughters, Sarah and Susan, who are married and live in the 
Twin Cities.  They each have two children, so we celebrate being grandparents four 
times, three boys and one girl.  

  Carol, who will be with me quite often, even though we have a home in Black 
River Falls, Wisconsin, is a retired elementary teacher.  Over the past several years, she 
has had a business of selling collectables and creations. She still is involved in the 
process of reducing her inventory that has been accumulated. 

  I am a graduate of the University of Minnesota and Luther Seminary in St. Paul.  
I have served parishes in Glenwood, Fairmont, and Albert Lea, Minnesota, as well as 
Mukwango and West Allis, Wisconsin. Being a University of Minnesota grad, I like 
Maroon and Gold, I am Twins fan, and like others my age like the color purple, which is 
to alert you that on occasions you may see some purple Viking attire!  

  Since retiring, Carol and I have enjoyed the privilege of traveling quite a bit.  We 
have for several years spent time in Mexico and the southern states during the colder 
months.    

  I look forward to hearing your stories of how you have been blessed by God and 
the ministry of Joy.  In that sharing we will celebrate the graciousness of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and the ministry guided by His Spirit that is entrusted to us. 

 

      Peace,  Rog    
 

Roger's first Sunday  

with us will be June 8th! 

 


